LENIN

into practice, we find his career a model of courage,
independence, and unselfishness.8

James Maxton concludes his admirable biography of
Lenin with this judgment:

One looks back through history in vain to find some-
one with whom comparison is possible. In the story of
religious struggles there are instances of greater devo-
tion and sacrifices for a cause. In the stories of war
there are greater generals. In political life there have
been more subtle statesmen. But nowhere is to be
found in any single man the peculiar combination of
devotion, courage, wisdom, skill, and human under-
standing except in the man Lenin, who will live in
history under the name he chose when his work was
carried on in underground cellars, when he was an out-
cast in the land of which he was to become the un-
challenged ruler.8

Lenin himself used to care more for the testimony
of a simple peasant or industrial worker than for any
amount of official opinion. He tested his policies by
their effect on the lives of the humblest citizens. It may
not be amiss, therefore, if the author of this sketch
records here an interview with an elderly woman in a
large factory in Moscow, I visited this factory in 1936
and received permission to ask any of its thousands of
workers any question I wished. I selected this woman

8 Genius and Character, Harcourt, Brace & Company, New York,
1927, p. 149.   Used by permission.

9 Lenin, D. Appleton, New York, 1932, pp. 169470.
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